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We have more than 350 specialist disputes 
lawyers in offices across the Americas, 
Europe, the Middle East and Asia-Pacific, 
and frequently litigate on behalf of clients 
in courts around the world.”

NOEL CAMPBELL 
Global Head of HFW LITIGATION

“�As one of the world’s largest and most active 
disputes practices, litigation is in our DNA.



INTRODUCTION TO HFW 
Established in 1883 and headquartered in the United Kingdom, we are a 
sector-focused global law firm with strong footprint across Asia, Australia, 
the Middle East, Europe, and the Americas. 

As one of the world’s largest and most active disputes practices, litigation is in 
our DNA. We are known for our Dispute Resolution expertise1, and our expert 
Commercial Litigation and International Arbitration lawyers have in-depth 
knowledge of the shipping, aviation, commodities, energy, construction, and 
insurance and re-insurance sectors.

Our long standing presence across the globe means that we fully understand 
the local business, legal environment, and cultures – meaning that we can get 
things done.

600+
Lawyers globally

350+
Disputes Lawyers

135+
Years of history

19
Offices worldwide

1	   “The standout firm for commercial litigation.” THE LAWYER
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OUR SPECIALIST DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION EXPERTISE
More than two-thirds of our work globally is disputes – unprecedented for a 
law firm of our size and scale. Our deep commercial litigation expertise is built 
upon experience in the following areas: 

	• Class actions 

	• Corporate disputes 

	• Cyber disputes 

	• Enforcement actions 

	• Financial services disputes

	• Fraud

	• Insolvency

	• Oil and gas disputes

	• Natural resources disputes

In addition to our commercial litigation and international arbitration strengths, 
we have expertise in enforcing and recovering under the judgments and 
awards our clients receive – there is after all little commercial satisfaction in 
being proven to have been in the right, if you are then left without financial 
compensation, for this reason, we are alive to issues of enforcement even 
before the issue of proceedings. 

Our global office network and experience in offshore financial jurisdictions 
enables us to design and pursue effective local and cross-border recovery 
strategies. We have vast experience of pursuing, as well as defending all manner 
of enforcement claims, across the globe. We regularly enforce arbitration 
awards under the New York Convention 1958 (NYC)2, which at the time of writing 
includes 164 States, but also in countries to which the NYC does not apply. 

2	 https://www.uncitral.org/pdf/english/texts/arbitration/NY-conv/New-York-Convention-E.pdf



ENFORCEMENT OVERVIEW 
Enforcement of court judgments and arbitration awards is complex and requires 
knowledge of the local laws and procedures, our Disputes lawyers are experts 
not just in the law, but also in the procedures that apply in their jurisdictions. 

Our lawyers know which procedure is most likely to result in the quickest 
recovery for our clients, and where we are acting on cross-border enforcement 
(as we often are), which jurisdiction is preferred, and which convention or treaty 
should be used.  

Financing the recovery
We advise our clients on whether litigation funding will assist with financing 
the legal costs that will be incurred in the recovery proceedings, or whether 
the award or judgment could be monetised (sold for a percentage of the 
value), and via our knowledge of the funding market, and internal Funding 
Committee, we help clients work with funders to obtain the best option for 
their matters. 

In addition to litigation funding, we offer a range of alternative fee agreements, 
which provide flexibility and assist in financing the enforcing proceedings.     

Expert resources 
Collaboration is part of how we work, whether internally to make sure we have 
the knowledge needed, or externally for example, with local lawyers with 
whom we have developed relationships in jurisdictions where we do not have 
an office; accountants with whom we work to analyse and identify the assets; 
and via our network of other experts we are able to call on what is needed, and 
work together to achieve the desired outcome.  



How do we recover sums owed under arbitration awards 
and judgments? 
By understanding court procedures and powers across the world’s 
jurisdictions, we are able to determine the most effective means of recovery, 
for example in England and globally we frequently apply to court to obtain the 
following court procedures to assist in recovery: 

	• Asset disclosure orders, which 
enable us to identify whether there 
are assets and if so, where and in 
what form they are

	• Worldwide freezing orders from 
English courts allow us to preserve 
assets in other jurisdictions e.g. 
money held in bank accounts 
belonging to the judgment debtor 

	• Third Party Debt Orders enable 
us to recover money owed to the 
judgment debtor from third parties 

	• Orders entitling us to seize goods, 
and other property from the 
debtor’s business address

	• Charges over property so that there 
is a recovery from the proceeds of 
a sale 

	• Serving a statutory demand with 
a view to the liquidation or the 
bankruptcy of the judgment debtor 

	• Liquidation procedures



OUR GLOBAL ENFORCEMENT 
EXPERIENCE 
We have extensive experience of successfully enforcing arbitration awards and 
court judgments in the following jurisdictions and under various international 
treaties and conventions.

The breadth and depth of our work in this area is difficult to summarise in a few 
examples, but the following gives a flavour of the work we undertake: 

ARBITRATION AWARDS COURT JUDGMENTS

Australia Enforcement in Australia of 
London arbitration awards 
totalling US$10million 

Enforcement in Australia of 
judgments of the High Court of 
Singapore totalling US$68million  

Bulgaria Enforcement of arbitration 
award under the NYC

Bermuda Enforcement of Jersey judgment

Brazil Enforcement of arbitration 
award, recovery of US$4.7million 

Cayman Islands Enforcement of Singapore 
judgment in Cayman Islands

China Enforcement of CIETAC 
arbitration award for US$4million 

Enforcement of Hong Kong 
judgment for US8million in  
the PRC 



ARBITRATION AWARDS COURT JUDGMENTS

England  
and Wales

Bahraini arbitration award 
successfully enforced 

Enforcement of an ICSID award

Enforcement of Greek court 
judgment 

India Enforcement of London 
arbitration award, recovered 
US$5million

Luxembourg Successful enforcement of ICC 
arbitration award, under NYC 

Morocco Successfully enforced French 
arbitration award 

Romania Successfully enforced arbitration 
award, under NYC 

Saudi Arabia Successfully enforced ICC 
arbitration award under NYC, 
recovery of US$100million 

Enforcement of judgment and 
recovery of US$455million

Singapore Enforcement of judgment  
in Singapore

Thailand Enforcement of judgment  
in Thailand

Vietnam Enforcement of English 
arbitration awards in Vietnam, 
leading to the successful 
recovery of US$3million

UAE Enforcement of Abu Dhabi 
arbitration award Arbitration Awards

Court Judgments



Arbitration Awards

Court Judgments

Our global enforcement experience



OUR JUDGMENT AND 
ARBITRATION AWARD 
ENFORCEMENT EXPERIENCE  
We have experience in handling enforcement of both arbitration awards and 
court judgments. We take matters from the award or judgment through to a 
recovery, in the most efficient way possible using the procedures available in 
the jurisdiction in which the most attachable assets are located. 

We are frequently approached by clients wishing to instruct us for our 
expertise post-judgment or award, not least because enforcement requires 
a specific set of skills, which we have honed involving investigators, asset 
recovery mechanisms, and insolvency options. We have close relationships 
with experts in all of these fields, and work with them to develop enforcement 
and asset recovery strategies, ensuring we are enforcing against the assets 
providing for the largest recovery in the most convenient jurisdiction.    

AWARD/JUDGMENT

RECOVERY



Examples of our recent experience include:  
Court judgments: 

	• Acting for property division of Singapore based multinational conglomerate 
operating in property logistics, hospitality, food, agribusiness and maritime 
sectors in respect of the registration and enforcement in Australia of 
judgments of the High Court of Singapore totalling US$68million including 
obtaining freezing orders over property in Australia

	• Successfully recovering US$18million for our client. We used a freezing 
injunction to secure the assets in a Bermuda based discretionary trust, in 
support of a Jersey judgment. English reported decision: Lemos v Lemos & 
Anor [2016] EWCA Civ 1181

	• Enforcing and recovering US$8million following a Hong Kong judgment 
pursuant to Arrangement of Reciprocal Recognition and Enforcement of 
Judgments in Civil and Commercial Matters by the Courts of the Mainland 
and of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region pursuant to Choice of 
Court Agreements between Parties Concerned (2008)

	• Acting for the lead bank in one of the largest and most complex financial 
services disputes in the world, secured judgment for US$455million and took 
enforcement action in multiple jurisdictions to make a successful recovery   

	• Advising clients in relation to Thai mortgage enforcement proceedings to 
protect assets 

	• Enforcement of Singapore judgment (including insolvency proceedings) 
involving a parent guarantee and concerned with a number of jurisdictions 
including Singapore, Thailand, and the Cayman Islands



Arbitration Awards:

	• Acting for international energy and resources company in respect of the 
registration and enforcement in Australia of London arbitration awards totalling 
US$10million including obtaining freezing orders over shares in Australian listed 
company and pursuing bankruptcy proceedings against guarantor

	• Recovering US$3million under an arbitration award enforced in Vietnam and 
requiring an asset disclosure order and freezing order from the English courts      

	• Acting in the enforcement of a Bahraini arbitration award 

	• US$17million LCIA award recognised in China 

	• Successfully enforcing a CIETAC award, using the supporting powers of 
the English courts. English reported case:  RBRG Trading UK Ltd v Sinocore 
InternationalCo Ltd, [2018] EWCA Civ 838  

	• Securing a freezing order to preserve assets under an award. When this was 
breached, we secured a contempt order against a shadow director of the 
judgment debtor, which resulted in payment. English reported decision: 
Bunge SA v Huaya Maritime Corp [2017] EWHC 90 (Comm)

	• Enforcement of an award in USA relating to fraudulent mis-procurement of a 
state contract with a national port authority in a West African post conflict state

	• Enforcement of an ICSID award in England, acting for the investor

	• Acting in US$455million banking litigation, enforcing in multiple-jurisdictions, 
including Saudi Arabia

	• Taking enforcement proceedings in Morocco to recover against a French 
trading company in a dispute with a Moroccan company



OUR TEAM

We have a highly experienced team of 25 litigation experts.  
For more information please contact: 

NOEL CAMPBELL
Global Head of HFW LITIGATION
T	 +852 3983 7757
M	+44 (0)7774 964184/+852 6113 9280
E	 noel.campbell@hfw.com

VINCENT BÉNÉZECH
Partner, Paris
T	 +33 1 44 94 40 50
M	+33 (0)6 20 25 24 20
E	 vincent.benezech@hfw.com

NICK BRAGANZA
Partner, Dubai
T	 +971 4 423 0587
M	+971 52 923 3335
E	 nicholas.braganza@hfw.com

RICK BROWN
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8461
M	+44 (0)7855 766885
E	 rick.brown@hfw.com

MICHAEL BUISSET
Partner, Geneva
T	 +41 (0)22 322 4801
M	+41 (0)79 138 3043
E	 michael.buisset@hfw.com

PAUL ASTON 
Partner, Singapore 
T	 +65 6411 5338
M	+65 9790 5835
E	 paul.aston@hfw.com

NEIL ADAMS
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8418
M	+44 (0)7468 709931
E	 neil.adams@hfw.com



GUY HARDAKER
Partner, Hong Kong
T	 +852 3983 7644
M	+852 5411 7489
E	 guy.hardaker@hfw.com

DAMIAN HONEY
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8354
M	+44 (0)7976 916412
E	 damian.honey@hfw.com

SARAH HUNT
Partner, Geneva
T	 +41 (0)22 322 4816
M	+41 (0)79 281 5875
E	 sarah.hunt@hfw.com

RICHARD JOWETT
Partner, Melbourne
T	 +61 (0) 3 8601 4521
M	+61 (0)438 562 072
E	 richard.jowett@hfw.com

SIMON JERRUM
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8049
M	+44 (0)7917 891062
E	 simon.jerrum@hfw.com

CHANAKA KUMARASINGHE 
Partner, Singapore 
T	 +65 6411 5314
M	+65 9170 3100
E	 chanaka.kumarasinghe@hfw.com

COSTAS FRANGESKIDES
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8244
M	+44 (0)7812 192627
E	 costas.frangeskides@hfw.com

CHRISTOPHER FOSTER
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8088
M	+44 (0)7795 368712
E	 christopher.foster@hfw.com

ALISTAIR FEENEY 
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8424
M	+44 (0)7989 437397
E	 alistair.feeney@hfw.com

GEOFFREY CONLIN 
Partner, Rio de Janeiro
T	 +55 (11) 3179 2902
M	+55 (11)97531 2677
E	 geoffrey.conlin@hfw.com



EMMANUEL ROGER FRANCE 
Partner, Brussels
T	 +32 (0) 2643 3411
M	+32 (0)2643 3411
E	 emmanuel.rogerfrance@hfw.com

ADAM STRONG
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8484
M	�+44 (0)7920 806736
E	 adam.strong@hfw.com

GAVIN VALLELY
Partner, Melbourne
T	 +61 (0)3 8601 4523
M	+61 (0)416 052 023
E	 gavin.vallely@hfw.com

JONATHAN WEBB
Partner, London 
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8549
M	+44 (0)7770 846866
E	 jonathan.webb@hfw.com

ANDREW WILLIAMS
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8364
M	+44 (0)7789 395151
E	 andrew.williams@hfw.com

NICOLA GARE
Disputes PSL, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8158
M	+44 (0)7795 612270
E	 nicola.gare@hfw.com

BRIAN PERROTT
Partner, London
T	 +44 (0)20 7264 8184
M	+44 (0)7876 764032
E	 brian.perrott@hfw.com

GEORGE LAMPLOUGH
Partner, Hong Kong
T	 +852 3983 7776
M	+852 9194 6581
E	 george.lamplough@hfw.com

CHANAKA KUMARASINGHE 
Partner, Singapore 
T	 +65 6411 5314
M	+65 9170 3100
E	 chanaka.kumarasinghe@hfw.com



hfw.com

© 2021 Holman Fenwick Willan LLP. All rights reserved. Ref 002233

Americas   |   Europe   |   Middle East   |   Asia Pacific


